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peculiarly provoking laugh that was natural to him. Hor-
neck coloured deeply, seemed mortified, but said not a word
and went on his way.

The life I now led was by far too dissipated, and occa-
sioned very frequent remonstrances from my father, who
tried a variety of means to keep me at home. As he knew
I was fond of drawing he most kindly and considerately
engaged a very ingenious man, Mr. Thomas Malton, to
attend me twice a week and give me instruction therein,
as well as in geometry and perspective. This Mr. Malton
had been for several years a cabinet maker, having a large
shop in the Strand, but as nature had blessed him with an
extraordinary mechanical genius he was constantly en-
gaged in experiments upon different subjects therein,
employing every leisure hour in attaining a proficiency in
the different branches of mathematics and natural philo-
sophy. So powerfully did this inclination operate as his
knowledge increased that he at length relinquished his trade,
giving himself up entirely to his favorite studies. In less
than a year after he had so done, he delivered a course of
lectures upon Geometry, in which he shewed such talents
and ingenuity as gained him not only the applause, but the
support and patronage of some of the most learned and
able men of those days, which proved of importance, for
he left off business with only about two thousand pounds,
having then a wife and six children, three boys and three
girls. The eldest son (about sixteen) when an infant had
the misfortune to fracture his leg so badly as to make
amputation of the broken limb necessary. He, however,
recovered, using the wooden substitute with wonderful
dexterity and agility, running up and down stairs faster
than I could with my legs perfect. This mutilated boy
possessed as extraordinary genius as his father, and was
one of the best draftsmen in England. He afterwards exe-
cuted and published many works that deservedly gained
him both profit and credit. The eldest girl, at the time
the father came to attend me, was thirteen years of age,
looking older, and very pretty. The rest of the children